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Free the Prairieland Prisoners! Free Them All!

Savanna Batten sentenced to 50 years in prison
Zachary Evetts sentenced to 50 years in prison
Autumn Hill sentenced to 50 years in prison
Maricela Rueda sentenced to 70 years in prison
Daniel “Des” Rolando Sanchez Estrada sentenced to 30 years in prison
Benjamin “Champagne” Song sentenced to 100 years in prison
Elizabeth Soto sentenced to 50 years in prison
Ines Soto sentenced to 50 years in prison
Rebecca Morgan sentenced to 15 years in prison

Joy “Rowan” Gibson sentenced to 15 years in prison

The Prairieland defendants sentenced on June 23, 2026 are Savanna Batten, Zachary
Evetts, Autumn Hill, Maricela Rueda, Dantel “Des” Rolando Sanches; Estrada,
Benjamin “Champagne” Song, and Elizabeth Soto. All defendants, with the exception
of Des were convicted of rioting, providing material support to terrorists, conspiracy to use
an explosive, and use of an explosive device, which referred to the consumer grade
[fireworks used on July 4. Des was convicted of concealing a document—ipolitical literature
—and, along with Maricela, conspiracy to conceal documents. Champagne was
additionally convicted of attempted murder of an officer and discharging a firearm in
Surtherance of a crime. Ines Soto, who was convicted at trial, and Joy “Rowan” Gibson

and Rebecca Morgan who took non-cooperating plea deals were sentenced on July 1.
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Champagne, the most harshly sentenced Prairieland defendant, having received a 100-year
prison term, gave a moving statement in response to their sentence, explaining for the first
time the motivations for their actions the night of the noise demonstration at the
Prairieland ICE Detention Center. “What we all saw happen to Renee Good and Alex
Pretti is my worst nightmare,” said Song. “So, when 1 was standing in the street on July
dth, 2025, in plain view with reflective safety strips and high visibility clothing, what 1
saw right in front of my eyes was my worst nightmare,” continuned Song. “When I saw
Lieutenant Thomas Gross stop pursuing and point his gun at the back of a running,
unarmed protester, like he testified, I was terrified.”

“As a firearms instructor and a United States Marine Corps Veteran, I understood
what I was seeing. 1 knew what it meant for someone to lean forward into a gun, |...] to
prepare for recorl. As the evidence shows, I did not want to hurt anyone. 1 never had the
intent to hurt anyone. 1t is impossible to say that 1 was trying to ambush or anyone or
planning violence,” Song told the court. “I am so grateful that we are not here monrning
another death and tragedy. Another Alex: Pretti. Another Renee Good.”

“This case has relied on lies and misinformation from the start,” said Amber Lowrey, the
sister of Savanna Batten, who was sentenced today to 50 years in prison. “While these
absurd sentences are no surprise based on the bias of the court, it is heartbreaking
nonetheless. But we will keep fighting to overturn these unjust convictions and to free

Savanna and all the Prairieland defendants. We will not rest until they are free!”

“As a congregation, we decided that this case was a fundamental test of our right to
dissent against anthoritarian regimes,” said Ana Marie Thorne, Chatr of the Social
Justice Committee at All Pegple’s Church Unitarian Universalist in Fort Worth.

“These defendants are not militant monsters out to &ill,” continued Thorne. “They are
everyday people who saw our country literally interning people in concentration camps and
decided to show up at Prairieland Detention Center to let those incarcerated there know
that they mattered. We leave here today knowing that the outcome of this trial is not the
end. 1t is the beginning.”

“The weight of the sentences that have been handed down is crushing but we should not be
surprised,” said Ines Soto in a prepared statement. Soto was one of the defendants
sentenced today. “The government has shown it is willing to separate loved ones across

borders, cage people in squalid detention centers, bring violence into loving
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nezghborhoods, and gun people down in the streets,” continued Soto. “1t is only through
our collective efforts that we will get through this. I trust that everyone will find ways to
contribute to and expand these efforts how they can.”

“The whole process of our prosecution and trial was one long gauntlet of terror after terror,
designed to bully us into false confessions, and to drive the jury to abandon reason and
condemn nine innocents,” said Prairieland trial defendant Autumn Hill, who was
sentenced last week to 50 years. “1 do not believe in harbouring hate or tervorizing
anyone,” continued Hill. “1 believe in Love. Do not fear, Love, and trust in the Love of
) your fellow creatures. Fear Not is the encouragement of the angels. Be Strong and
Write to the Defendants Courageous is the instruction of the Most High in scripture. Where there is Love, there is
no Fear.”
Note: As of July 25, 2026, the final destination for the defendants sentenced to

vison is unclear and subject to change. Regularly check in with the support . . .o . .
p 4 8 surary PP “The fictitions narrative presented by the government doesn’t exist in reality,” said

webstte for accurate information. Many of them have been incarcerated since July ] i ‘ ‘
Elizabeth Soto, the wife of Ines Soto, in a prepared statement. Elizabeth Soto was

—let them know they are not alone! All mail is monitored by state and federal law

y : : “r . : . o~
enforcement. Be extremely mindful of what you are writing. Do not under any sentenced last week to 50 years in prison. “It is their design created to criminalize people

circumstances discuss the facts of the case and do not include overtly political Jor protesting, for not conforming,” continued Elizabeth Soto. “We are living through a

commentary. Consider writing about fun things you’ve done, tell stories, or moment in time that will affect everyone in the future. If this conviction is allowed to

transcribe your favorite poem. Visit the New York City Anarchist Black Cross stand, it will affect countless others,” continued Elizabeth Soto. “To the world, we cannot

website for more detailed letter writing information. let this stand. For the people who come after us, we must never give up. We will go
home.”

Guidelines & Fadhty Addresses “This conuiction is the continuation of a campaign of terror and violence that has been

allowed to tmprison people speaking out against the tmmigration policies of this

Only write in blue or black ink on white 8.5x11 paper. No stickers, glitter, or administration,” said Savanna Batten, who was sentenced last week to 50 years. “To my

whiteout. Include first and last name as well as T number, page numbers, date, [friends, to Renée Good, to Alex: Pretti, and to the people being held in detention centers
and a return address at the top of each sheet. ..
across the country, 1 have the very same urgent message that compelled me to Prairieland

that night with a heavy heart: We see you. We love you. You are not forgotten.”

“A wide reaching dragnet has been cast, hoping to pull as many people in as possible to
Set an example’ for anyone who even dares to believe in a better world for all of us,” said
Prairieland defendant Janette Goering, who has not been tried yet and is facing State
charges. “Personally, I am tervified. 1t’s hard not to be,” continned Goering. “But, that
doesn’t mean 1 am going to give up. And neither will my codefendants, nor countless

others in this struggle.”
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