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4.  Luisa  Toledo  was  the  mother  of  the  Vergara-Toledo  brothers, 
members of the MIR who were murdered by the Carabineros de Chile 
during the military dictatorship. Luisa was also active in the Villa Francia 
neighborhood resistance to the military coup. Every March 29 in Chile, 
revolutionaries  take  action  for  El  Día  del  joven  combatiente, 
commemorating the 1985 assassination of Rafael and Eduardo Vergara 
Toledo.
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As  the  anarchist  newspaper EL  SOL  ÁCRATA,  we  
have managed to get past the prison barbed wire to interview  
our  anarchist  comrade MÓNICA  CABALLERO, who  is  
currently  serving a  12-year  sentence,  handed  down in  
December  2023  after three  years  of  “pre-trial detention.”  In  
November 2025, her criminal status was reviewed under the  
framework of parole, as provided for in the prison code written  
by the prison guards. Despite meeting the requirements set  
forth by Decree-Law 321 (which regulates and establishes the  
benefits and criteria for granting parole), she has been denied  
parole  ever  since due  to  assessments  of  her  “alleged”  
dangerousness  and  also  because of  her  anarchist  political  
stance. Our  comrade  has  maintained an  active  presence  
through writings  and  reflections  that circulate  outside  the  
prison walls,  “Constantly  striving to break free from the role  
exclusively of  ‘prisoner’  to which the State seeks to confine  
us.” (Mónica Caballero, 2023, Statement Issued at the Start of  
Trial Hearings).

As an anarchist newspaper, we once again renew our call for  
ongoing solidarity  with  all  political prisoners  in  Chile, across  
the continent,  and  around  the world. Every  act  of  solidarity  
and outreach  is  essential;  all protests  organized to  secure  
their  freedom  are  indispensable.  From  the  pages  of  
our newspaper, we will continue to closely follow the various  
reports about  our  anarchist  political prisoner  comrades  and  
will disseminate  their  messages  and conditions  inside  the  
prisons  of corporate  totalitarianism everywhere  possible.  
We express  our  deepest  gratitude  to comrade  Mónica  for  
taking  the time  to  answer  our questionnaire  in  detail.  From  
our newspaper, we send her a hug full of strength, defiance,  
and  rebellion.  Freedom  for comrade  Mónica  Caballero  and  
all anarchist  political  prisoners!  Down  with  the  walls  of  
the prisons!

Editorial Group, Anarchist Newspaper, EL SOL ÁCRATA
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Notes:

1.  FIES (Ficheros de Internos de Especial  Seguimiento) is a restrictive 
Spanish prison regime of solitary confinement first imposed on armed 
struggle revolutionaries such as captured members of  the ETA, then 
extended  to  rebel  prisoners  generally.  FIES  is  similar  to  Italy's  41-bis 
regime, currently applied to prisoners like Alfredo Cospito.

2. On February 25, 2026, subversive prisoner Tomás González, along 
with  another  prisoner,  escaped  el  Centro  de  Detención  Preventiva 
Santiago Sur, one of the oldest prisons in Chile known as “la ex or  la  
antigua Penitenciaría.” Tomás was sentenced to more than 21 years in 
prison (16 years for  shooting at  police officers to avoid arrest in May 
2022) and 5 years (for possession of a Molotov cocktail). 

“I  cherish  every  moment  in  which  I  can  learn  alongside  my 
comrades  from  the  experiences  that  different  generations  have 
shared, based on solidarity and humility. Nothing is over, because 
the task continues,  always contributing in concrete ways.  Those 
who live fighting walk, forging paths wherever they may be, and as 
autonomous and undocumented individuals,  that is our horizon.” 
— Tomas González Quezada

3.  Herminia  Concha  first  joined  the  Partido  Obrero  Revolucionario 
(POR) in the 1950's, then the 2nd of April Movement—which emerged 
as a result  of  the so-called “Battle of  Santiago”—and later  the Rebel 
Front. In 1961, she led the land occupation at the former Santa Adriana 
farm,  contributing  to  the  creation  of  what  is  now  the  Santa  Adriana 
settlement.  In  1965,  she  helped  found  the  Movimiento  de  Izquierda  
Revolucionaria (MIR),  where—together  with  Víctor  Toro—she  helped 
form  the  Movimiento  de  Pobladores  Revolucionarios (MPR),  the 
grassroots base of the newly founded MIR. She also participated in land 
occupations and spearheaded the organization Sin Casa in La Pincoya. 

As a result of the military coup, she first faced imprisonment and then 
exile  in  Sweden.  She  was  an  active  participant  in  solidarity  with  the 
Sandinista revolution and took up arms to help fight the Contras. When 
nationwide  protests  broke  out  in  1983,  she  returned  to  Chile  and 
became involved in fighting against the dictatorship. The 2000's found 
her  fighting  for  the  freedom  of  political  prisoners  held  by  the 
Concertación  government  and the  national  self-determination  of  the 
Mapuche people.
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ESA: In the interview conducted by La Zarzamora (March 2, 
2026), we learned that the Gendarmerie are still refusing to 
grant you  parole,  despite  the  fact  that you  meet  the 
requirements to obtain it. What has your situation been like 
in prison from March through August 2026?

MONICA:  My  situation in  prison  has  remained 
largely unchanged over the past few months, except that, 
in  recent weeks,  some  internal matters  have  been 
changing for the entire prison population.

These changes are part of the current government’s prison 
policies,  which  are gradually  restricting matters  such  as 
the intake of permitted items and reducing the amount of 
money allowed in, among other things… Perhaps… some 
of  the people  reading  these  words don’t  think  it’s  a  big 
deal that  prisoners  can  only  receive half  a  UTM,  but 
within daily  prison  life,  these  restrictions  drastically 
alter the  conditions  and  quality  of  life for  thousands  of 
people.  And  although this  is  not  an  issue  that 
directly affects me (at least at this time), I cannot help but 
take  this  opportunity  to  express  my concern  about  the 
possibility that  prison  models,  such  as  that of  the 
recently inaugurated  “La Laguna”  prison  in  the  city  of 
Talca, will be replicated.

ESA: Has there been any progress in your legal case?

MONICA: My legal situation could change in the coming 
months; at least I am taking every step within my power to 
make that happen. I recently applied for all available prison 
benefits (weekday release, etc.).

Over  the  years,  I  had  chosen  NOT  to  take  advantage  of 
these  programs—or  rather,  to  try  to  leave  prison  on  a 
“partial”  basis—since  this  means  that  if  I’m  granted 
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MÓNICA: First of all, if it weren’t for the anti-authoritarian 
media, everything—absolutely everything—that we anar-
chist prisoners think and experience would remain locked 
up here with us, and one of the greatest desires of those in 
power  would  be  achieved:  to  silence  us  and  make  us 
forgotten.

Personally, whenever I’ve been able to or had the chance, I 
promote  anti-authoritarian  ideas  by  all  means,  but  my 
efforts  can  be  easily  thwarted  by  locking  me  up,  so  the 
work of spreading these ideas falls to my comrades.

At the same time, one of the greatest tools we anarchist 
prisoners  possess  is  Mutual  Aid.  I  don’t  want  to  sound 
cliché,  but  I  truly  believe  this  and  live  by  it.  I  say  this 
because,  if  anywhere  in  the  world  a  comrade  in  prison 
experiences  abuse  or  reprisals,  this  situation  will  be 
publicized and it is very likely that there will be a response. 
This is very important for those of us trapped within the 
jaws of the prison system. While, as I said, the participation 
of  our  media  outlets  is  fundamental  to  solidarity  with 
prisoners,  I  am  critical  of  our  structural  deficiencies  in 
maintaining  these  outlets  over  time,  as  well  as  in  their 
qualitative and quantitative development.

FREEDOM FOR MÓNICA CABALLERO 
& ALL ANARCHIST AND SUBVERSIVE 

PRISONERS AROUND THE WORLD!
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permission to be outside the prison for a few hours, I have 
to return on my own… meaning that, one way or another, 
I’d have to go back into the cage that keeps me locked up 
of my own free will.

I’m  not  going  to  lie  to  you—just  thinking  about  this 
situation  makes  me  very  uneasy.  But,  unfortunately,  if  I 
want  to  achieve  any  change  that  will  radically  transform 
my  prison  situation,  I  have  to  try  to  get  granted 
“progressive release” into the community.

ESA: How has the overall prison situation evolved during 
the Kast administration with regard to political prisoners?

MÓNICA:  As  I  mentioned  earlier,  in  my  case,  my  prison 
conditions  haven’t  changed  significantly  under  this 
administration—in  other  words,  I’ve  been  subject  to  the 
same repressive measures that have been imposed on the 
entire prison population. But I  think we can’t rule out the 
possibility  that,  in  the  relatively  near  future,  certain 
prisoners—those  of  us  who  position  ourselves  as 
opponents  of  the  economic,  political,  and  social  system 
and  act  accordingly—will  be  subject  to  specific 
restrictions or a specific prison regime.

It  wouldn’t  be  surprising  if  they  tried  to  create  a  model 
similar  to  Spain’s  FIES1,  which  classifies  certain  types  of 
prisoners  into  categories  to  exercise  more  effective 
control.

SA:  What  has  been  the  Gendarmerie’s  attitude  toward 
political prisoners since March 2026?

MÓNICA:  To  add  to  what  was  said  earlier,  this 
administration’s  prison  policies  have  been  implemented 
gradually; as a result, they are less disruptive to the prison 
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Luisa  Toledo4,  for  her  part,  was  a  woman  who  deeply 
moved  many  of  us.  The  strength  of  someone  who  lived 
through the pain of losing three sons to murder is difficult 
to  describe.  The  mother  of  the  Vergara-Toledo  brothers 
became  a  vital  figure  for  generations of  us  who  want  to 
dismantle this system of terror because of her tireless fight 
for the memory of her sons, a fight that I feel transformed 
into  a  fight  for  the  memory  of  every  young  person  who 
died in combat. Luisa's pain, her rage, and her strength... 
became love, a love for those of us who fight.

So, if you ask me about the importance of the participation 
of  these  women—and  of  so  many  others  who  made  an 
immeasurable  contribution  to  the  daily  struggle—it  is 
because they, their lives, their examples, their experiences, 
and so on… are in some way part of those of us who, day 
after day, dedicate ourselves to and live our lives within the 
struggle(s). At least that’s how I feel, and I want to believe 
that in some way I, too, am making my own contribution to 
the continuation of the struggle I’m waging today.

To  conclude…  I've  mentioned  this  before:  hetero-
patriarchy affects us all, but not with the same intensity or 
in  the  same  way.  The  conditions  of  domination 
experienced  by  those  of  us  who  are  not  cisgender 
heterosexual men are more intense, profound, and brutal. 
Therefore,  the  fact  that  women  like  those  already 
mentioned have subverted the role assigned to them by 
those in power is truly remarkable.

ESA:  What  is  your  opinion  on  the  participation  and 
determination  of  the  various  anti-authoritarian  media  in 
solidarity  with  the  anarchist  political  prisoners  of  the 
Chilean region and the world?

8



population.  This  approach  is  not  unique  to  this 
administration;  the  previous  one  acted  in  a  very  similar 
manner. In addition to these recent prison measures, we 
must  also  consider  the  changes  brought  about  by  the 
criminal prosecutions against networks of corrupt prison 
officials  and  the  massive  escape  from  the  (former) 
Penitentiary.2 All of these events I’ve mentioned are forcing 
the prison system to readjust its security measures.

This scenario is becoming the perfect breeding ground for 
the jailers of the powerful to give free rein to their masters’ 
most  perverse  desires.  This  government  constantly 
promotes the idea that those who endanger the precious 
security of good citizens are the ones who don't conform 
to the norms of this system of terror, and that these people 
(apparently  everyone?)  are  part  of  organized  crime. 
Therefore, it's necessary to lock them up in large prisons; 
and  for  those  already  imprisoned,  the  best  course  of 
action seems to be to reduce their already limited freedom 
of  movement  by  confining  them  in  maximum  or  high-
security prisons.

ESA: In light of the daily police repression against the high 
school student movement (which is predominantly made 
up  of  female  compañeras)  and  the  legal  proceedings 
against  detained  students,  what  message  would  you 
share with the students currently protesting?

MÓNICA: I would tell them to take care of themselves!! To 
learn from experience—from the successes and mistakes 
of those who came before them. That they will  face (and 
are already  facing!)  a  very  difficult  historical  period;  their 
enemies are strong and have far more resources than they 
do, so they should never underestimate them.
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Finally,  I  would  tell  them  that  consistency  and  the 
unwavering belief that they are fighting for things that are 
just  or  necessary  is  a  victory!  Prepare  yourselves 
ideologically so that you can forge firm foundations that 
will  not crumble no matter how many blows you receive, 
and  always  move  forward  without  neglecting  individual 
development  within  the  collective.  Only  the  free 
association of organized individuals in pursuit of concrete 
actions fosters the greatest potential of everyone!

ESA: We would also like to ask you about the importance 
of keeping present the historical example of revolutionary 
determination  in  our  female  comrades—such  as  Luisa 
Toledo, Herminia Concha and so many others—in the daily 
struggle we’re facing right now?

MÓNICA: I could fill several pages with this question… so 
I’ll try to be brief.

There’s so much to say about our comrades Herminia and 
Luisa,  but  I  think  it’s  important  to  point  out  that  their 
political experiences are radically different.

Comrade  Herminia  Concha3 was  a  woman  who,  from  a 
very  young  age,  actively  participated  in  political-military 
groups. I would venture to say that she was a pivotal figure 
in  various  struggles  against  the  oppressive  system 
throughout  South  America.  Later,  she  was  involved  in 
numerous initiatives to build historical memory within her 
community,  as  well  as  in  dozens  of  demonstrations  in 
solidarity  with  those  being  persecuted  or  imprisoned  by 
the State. I  believe that all  of us who knew Herminia will 
cherish the memory of her walking down the Alameda with 
her  banner,  “End  the  Anti-Terrorist  Law.  ¡La  Pincoya  
Presente! ”
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